
Did You Know...? 

 
A Customs Officer is Known as  

‘Father of the Typewriter’

Christopher Latham Sholes (1819-1880) Collector of Customs during the  
Lincoln Administration along with his partner, Samuel Soule, patented a  
numbering machine in 1866.

They also patented their first typewriter with another partner, Carlos Glidden 
in 1868.

By 1873 Sholes developed the QWERTY keyboard, still the industry standard 
today, to help keep typewriter keys from jamming.









This history tidbit is reprinted from the Spring 1987 issue of  “Customs  
Today,” publication of the U.S. Customs Service from 1956 - 2003.

The author, Michael Ingrisano, was the Director of the Information Services
Division at Customs headquarters.  Mike undertook the huge task of  
researching Customs history in preparation for the national celebration of the  
Bicentennial of the American Revolution in 1976, and for the Bicentennial of  
the U.S. Customs Service on July 31, 1989.  CBP is in his debt for the trove  
of Customs history that is available to us today.  Today, Mike is enjoying his  
retirement in Northern Virginia.

Did You Know...? 

 
A Customs Officer is Known as  

‘Father of the Typewriter’


