Agriculture Quarantine Inspection Partnership Council

The Agriculture Quarantine Inspection Partnership Council is a Federal-State Government council responsible for providing advice, recommending direction, and providing open communication to the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)/U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Joint Agency Task Force (Task Force) charged with improving the agriculture quarantine activities of both agencies.  The Partnership Council will support the activities of the Task Force by monitoring the action plans generated by the Task Force and by providing advice and guidance that reflects the interests and concerns of the American agricultural and environmental communities and stakeholders.  The Partnership Council will concentrate on issues relating to the policies, protocols, procedures, decision-making, and organizational management of the agriculture quarantine mission of CBP and APHIS.  The Partnership Council monitors the implementation of recommendations for agriculture quarantine inspection made by third-party government reviewers and draws on the expertise of its members and other sources to advise CBP and APHIS and provide:

1. Greater two-way communication between agriculture stakeholders, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and Plant Protection and Quarantine;

2. A forum for innovation for process and policy improvements; and,

3. Maintain a robust council to monitor and support progress on the action plans of the Joint Agency Task Force
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