COAC Ag Subcommittee 

March 6, 2009

Lacey Act Update 

· Moving forward with April 1st implementation.  

· It came to the attention of the subcommittee that some companies may file paper submissions to begin with because they have not yet added the extra data elements into their systems.

· It will probably be sometime mid summer when we have a definition of common cultivars and common food crops. 

Actions:

· Will we be able to update on the subcommittee on the number of paper entries?

· It does not seem necessary to engage additional non-COAC members for the subcommittee’s efforts on topic at this point in time.

Wood Packing Materials (WPM)
· There has been a substantial increase of pests found in stamped WPM.

· 45% of pests were found in cargo from Mexico.

· CBP is looking into tools that would allow us to see if wood has been treated.

· It is extremely difficult to trace the origin of the pests.

· The standard for Wood Packing Materials is broadly known.

· It was suggested that CBP could work with the importers to trace the WPM back to the source and determine the root cause of the problem (e.g., improperly administered heat treatment, false stamp, etc.). We’d need to coordinate with APHIS to do this time of root cause analysis

· It was noted that some parties are concerned about Customs penalties regarding WPM if they come forward with potential issues. We should consider whether it is necessary to take steps to mitigate this fear.   Carriers also have visibility into this issue and could be of help.

· There may be an outreach component to this work to ensure all impacted parties are aware of the cost of potential increased restrictions on WPM should compliance rates continue to pose threats. Possibly special outreach on the Southern Border?

· One issue that may need to be addressed is what are the procedures at the ports when infected wood is found. Different locations necessitate different procedures so we’d want to ensure these flexibilities that help the trade and port are retained.

Actions:

· Work on this subject may require the subcommittee to expand membership to non-COAC members (TBD). CBP will reach out to find an APHIS member.

Carrier Contamination
· The problem is with Asian Gypsy Moths in the Maritime Industry coming from Japan, Korea and Far East Russia.
· The incidents have been found predominately on the West Coast with some incidents along the Gulf.
· It is date specific, but some locations look for egg masses all year long.
· Egg masses are present on the vessels AND containers. Treatment (e.g. spraying) when egg masses are found are difficult.
Actions:
· Earl Agron is going to check to see what he can find out about the Asian Gypsy Moth and best practices in Asia.

· Work on this subject may require the subcommittee to expand membership to non-COAC members (TBD).

Ag Stakeholder Outreach
· Kevin mentioned that some of our formal outreach efforts were  currently on hold until some political appointments are made.
Actions:

· TBD

