Ag Subcommittee Meeting Notes

March 25, 2009

Trade Participants:

Geoff Powell 

Bill Cook

Michael Ford

Karen Lobdell

Earl Agron

Ken Roberts

Government Participants:

Vernon Foret

Cathy Sauceda

Kim Marsho

Ha Nguyen

Elizabeth Williamson

Lacey Act update:

· The trade will soon be notified of some Lacey Act modifications pertaining to rail and truck submittals.  

Wood Packing Material (WPM)

· Further discussion in this area was deferred to the next call where we hope to have an APHIS representative to join the discussion.

Carrier Contamination:

· Geoff distributed a recent news article that discussed a recent US and Canadian government notice about the need for ships destined to US and Canada from certain areas to be inspected and cleansed of any Asian Gypsy Moth (AGM) egg masses. 
· The crew of the vessel should do their own inspection so that they could take care of an infestation before entering US water.
· If a vessel has a high number of AGM egg masses when it arrives at a US port of entry it will be sent out of US water until it is clean.
· APHIS has agreements in place with some countries whereby those countries will do an AGM inspection before cargo sets sail for the US and issues a certificate of inspection. That evidence of inspection could be used by CBP to determine such vessels are lower risk and thus can be allowed to begin discharging cargo.
· Earl commented that based on his discussions so far, there is very low awareness of the AGM issue or what best practices ships should take to identify and clean AGM infestations. There was a discussion about creating some educational material and various methods for disseminating this info to relevant stakeholders (see Actions section below).
Stakeholder Outreach:

· Geoff distributed the recommendations from the May 2008 Joint Stakeholder Conference for review by the subcommittee. It was felt that this could be a good starting point for discussion/identification of what other trade stakeholders need to be engaged and what information these stakeholders need from CBP. 

· Ken Roberts suggested that any such discussion would benefit from the participation of other relevant stakeholders such as the CBC recently formed at NAM and a GMA subcommittee.

· The group determined that we should bring folks together for a separate brainstorming session to review what other stakeholder outreach could be done via COAC.

Actions:

· Should have an identified person from APHIS who will attend the next conference call. (Vernon and Kevin)
· Since many crew captains are not aware of what they should be looking for with regard to AGM, the AG subcommittee has advised CBP to put together a powerpoint presentation that could be used to educate the trade community about what to look for and how to dispose of the egg masses.  (Vernon and Kevin)
· Earl and CBP will distribute this powerpoint to relevant stakeholders, such as Chris Koch of the World Shipping Council (WSC). Since WSC represents containerized cargo carriers, Earl will look for an organization that could reach out to bulk cargo carriers. (Vernon and Earl)
· Vernon Foret asked that the subcommittee let CBP know of any industry conferences, meetings, etc….  CBP would be willing to speak at these events to alert the trade community to this problem. Earl volunteered to look for suitable industry events. (Earl, others).
· The subcommittee will have a brainstorming session to decide which of the items from the stakeholder task force can be addressed by COAC. We will try to use one of our recurring meetings for this. (Elizabeth to schedule).
· Ken Roberts is going to identify participants from NAM, GMA, plus some company members from each of these associations.
The next conference call will be on Wednesday, April 8 at 11:30am 
