Ag Subcommittee Meeting Notes

July 29th, 11:30 am to 12:30 am
Present: Geoff Powell, Michael Ford, Bob DeCamp, Laurance Frierson (DHS Policy), Karen Lobdell, Earl Agron, Bill Cook, Joe Degas, Vernon Foret, Kimberly Marsho, Bill Thomas

Lacey Act Update:
· Definitions still pending. This has been designated as a “significant” reg, probably because it impacts more than one agency, so the process will be longer.
AGM:
· Vernon Foret has asked the CBP field to report back on their use of the AGM powerpoint for outreach.
· Some AGM finds were discussed, recent one found in trap at Port of Long Beach. Traps are set out around the port area – this was found in a trap and not on a vessel.
· Discussed an incident dealing with the Port of Norfolk. A captain transmitted electronic image of pests he discovered on the deck to USDA/CBP BEFORE he got into port. We were able to determine it was LIKELY an actionable pest so he opted to take the vessel out to sea and treat it rather than experience delays associated with bringing the pest sample in for testing and waiting for a definitive determination. That cost the vessel less.

Stakeholder Outreach:

· CBP still working on SOW and further definition of the eight categories of data CBP proposes to distribute to the trade. This info will be incorporated into some sample survey questions we will send to the subcommittee for review - - planned for completion next week.

· Geoff updated the stakeholder list. Need to add Jon Gold, NRF.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 5th (public COAC meeting) 

